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Transportation plays an important role in 
all of our lives. Whether traveling to work 
or for leisure most of us hit the “road” on a 
regular basis. For many, that road is often 
taken for granted. With over 2.5 million 
miles of roads, their social, environmental, 
and economic impact cannot be 
overemphasized. The existing network 
requires maintenance and population 
growth leads to road expansion. In both 
cases, finding effective approaches to 
maintain existing roads and create new 
paved surfaces presents challenges 
to ensure that the paving process is 
financially viable, sustainable, and eco-
friendly.

UT Austin’s Center for Transportation 
Research plays a leading role in studying 
approaches to pavement life cycles as well 
as creating paving that is more sustainable 
and environmentally neutral. This is being 
accomplished by not only working on 
research to help extend asphalt life cycle 
and thus lowering the need for natural 
resources but by also by working to perfect 
techniques using recycled materials. 
The potential for longer life, cleaner 
process, and saved tax dollars equal a new 
approach to asphalt that should not be 
taken for granted for any longer.

The importance of public spaces and 
their impact on communities cannot 
be underestimated. On the edge of the 
University of Texas at Austin campus is 
Guadalupe Street, affectionately known 
as the “Drag.” One group, Student Voice, 
is seeking to advocate for restoration 
and revitalization of the Drag, which is 
poorly designed and unkempt.  Buoyed 
by support from respected Architecture 
professors, this group seeks to return the 
vitality and the pedestrian focus back 
to the Drag with features such as trees, 
wider sidewalks, street furniture, and 
better lighting.  Through awareness and 
continued activism, Student Voice hopes 
to continue to bring forth attention and 
pressure to the revitalization of the Drag 
and to the creation of public space that all 
of Austin can celebrate.  

 “Wheels where you want them”, was the 
message Zipcar brought to the UT campus 
in the spring of 2011. Collaborating with 
Parking and Transportation Services and 
their Green on the Go program, Zipcar 
brought carsharing to campus that offered 
students more sustainable transportation 
options right outside their door. Car 
sharing helps reduce communities carbon 
footprint, promotes sustainability, and 
reduce congestion by encouraging the 
idea that users can leave their care at 
home and rely on carsharing for those 
rare occasion a vehicle is absolutely 
necessary. A single Zipcar removes 15-20 
personal vehicles from the road. In Austin, 
Texas less cars on the road is a win for all 
of us. Growing from just six vehicles to 
now over 50 citywide Zipcar has proven 
that carshare has an important place on 
campus and across Austin. 

The Capital Are Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (CAMPO) 2035 Regional 
Transportation Plan calls for transportation 
investments that will reduce per capita 
vehicle miles travelled and increase the 
use of transit. The development of Bike 
Share programs will directly support this 
plan by reducing dependence on vehicles 
especially for short trips. Bike Share 
systems consist of a network of bicycle 
docking stations available for public use, 
generally located near transit points. Often 
the first 30 minutes of use of these bicycles 
comes at no charge, which encourages 
short-term use. The city of Austin and 
private partners have developed a series of 
goals to support and promote bike share. 
One goal is the Elimination the last/first 
mile obstacle that many cite as an issue 
with public transportation. Bike share 
synchronizes with transportation to make 
movement from transit points to final 
destinations much easier. Additional goals 
include the promotion of sustainability, 
quality of life improvements for downtown 
residents, the cultivation of new users, 
reducing the need for parking, and the 
promotion of bicycle safety. 
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