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This session highlights exciting
sustainability developments here on
the UT Austin Campus, as well as research
that will help to inform future university
sustainability policies and activities. This 
includes a study of the environmental and
nutritional potential of consuming
insects, a student-led event planning
consulting service, efforts to reduce
electricity consumption across campus,
and an inventory of the greenhouse gas
emissions of the University. 

With the world’s population expected to
exceed 9 billion by 2050, humanity
must develop solutions to ensure that
the nutritional needs of these additional
2 billion people are met. Many candidates
for providing these additional nutrients,
including traditional Western protein
sources such as beef, chicken, and
pork, are primarily farmed in
unsustainable and environmentally
damaging manners. Ross examined
the potential of entomophagy, the
human consumption of insects, to
supplant human diets and feed the
world’s growing population in an

environmentally sound manner. 
Promising start-ups located in the Austin
area are driving us to reconsider our
cultural biases against eating bugs, and 
Ross proposes collaborating with such
groups to put UT Austin on the leading
edge of food research, bringing about
great environmental and societal gains
in the process.

The Campus Environmental Center’s
Green Events student-led consulting
service has made significant advances in
bringing environmental issues to the
consideration of students from all
backgrounds and academic sectors in
a positive manner. Green Events acts to
reduce the environmental impacts
of large student organization through
such efforts as providing recycling and
composting services, materials supply,
and environmental education.

Through one-on-one consulting
appointments Green Events leaders
have engaged diverse groups of the
campus community, educating fellow
students in sustainability principles
whilst developing their own
sustainable program planning and
communications skills. Notably, Green
Events partnered with the Hindu Students
Association to drastically reduce
generated during the group’s annual Holi 
(Hindu Festival of Colors) activities,
during which students throw colored
powder at one another.

Since the Energy and Water Conservation
(EWC) program within Facilities Services
began in 2012, their conservation efforts
have made a significant impact on
resource conservation on the UT Austin
Campus, as a part of UT Austin ’s goal to
reduce energy use by 20% by 2020.  These
efforts require buy-in from the students,
faculty and staff of the UT Austin Campus
to be most effective.  Several behavior
based programs have been implemented
by the EWC with great success,
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including Longhorn Lights Out, Horns
Up Sash Down, and Power Down
Assessments.  In particular, Longhorn
Lights Out (LLO), an effort to encouraging
the campus to turn off lights and
electronics on Fridays before the
weekend, reducing wasted energy when
the buildings are not in use. LLO aligns
well with behavioral science strategies -
cognition, calculus, social interaction,
which is telling of its successes thus far.

A greenhouse gas inventory was
conducted to quantify GHG emissions
from the UT Austin Campus.  This campus
wide carbon footprint analysis also
assesses the carbon footprint of the
UT Austin Campus, and suggests
strategies for mitigation to hedge future
risks in the face of future carbon policies
and climate change.  The analysis
recommends that UT Austin reduce its
GHG emissions, resulting in cost savings,
matching other universities’ strategies
moving forward. Possible strategies
include carbon reduction planning, and
carbon fees, a strategy employed by
several large companies and high carbon
emitters.   Other strategies include
reducing existing sources, replacing
systems with more efficient ones, and
offsetting carbon.


