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The initiatives in this session highlight 
student efforts beyond the classroom to
bolster and expand sustainability goals
at the University, as well as to impact
issues of sustainability in our state,
society, and country. 

Responsible for billions of dollars of crop
revenue each year, bees are a critical
component of not just our local urban
farms and gardens but also our
nation’s agricultural industry as a
whole. However, with Colony Collapse
Disorder on the rise, bee populations
are losing numbers quickly. A Green
Fee project begun in Fall 2014, the
BEEVO Beekeeping Society seeks to
develop pollinator populations on
campus in order to counteract both
their decline and the many
misconceptions held about bees. 

Over the past year, BEEVO Beekeeping
Society members have engaged and
educated the UT community on the
safety and importance of urban
beekeeping and have installed the first
beehive on campus. 

Students and faculty of the UT School
of Architecture have led the way in
evaluating and improving waste
diversion. A series of waste audits and
observations on studio culture resulted
in a multipronged solution to improve
waste diversion rates in the architecture
studios. Finding that a large portion of
materials used in model making could
be reused or recycled, this research
group recommended making more 
recycling bins available to studio
students. Additionally, they
implemented a new Material Exchange
program for the 2015-2016 academic
year within the School that would enable
students to reuse leftover material, save
money, and reduce waste. 

Behavioral changes must accompany
logistical changes to the waste
stream. Thus, the group proposed
improvements to student training for
more efficient use of the materials.
Finally, the researchers created an
art exhibit comprised of unused model
making scraps, displaying to students
the amount of waste they produce as
well as the potential for diversion. This
study and its results serve as a model
for others schools to follow when
evaluating their own waste production
and diversion. 

The Longhorn Stream Team is the latest
addition to the RecSports repertoire
and connects student scientists to
statewide efforts to track Texas water
quality and improve regulatory policies
in the face of decreasing water supplies
and increasing demands. With the pillars
of science, service, environmental
leadership, and river readiness, the
Longhorn Stream Team paddles Texas
rivers to collect water quality data as part
of the Texas Stream Team initiative
created by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality. Responsible for
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organizing trip logistics, selecting
appropriate test sites, and reporting
back data collected, the Stream Team
provides an experiential education
in science, river safety, and
environmental policy. 

To combat the overuse of plastic
packaging—95% of which ends up in
landfills or oceans, where it takes
millions of years to break down—Ahmad
proposes the creation of edible single
use packaging created from
biopolymers. Bypassing the need for
recycling or composting altogether,
edible packaging would eliminate the
creation of wrapper waste and make use
of industrial food byproducts.
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